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The French House
Near Fellowship, Camden County, New Jersey

Cwner: Burlington County Trust Company
Moorestown, New Jersey

Date of Erection: First section about 1730;
second unit 17856

Architect:

Builders James Childs for earlier part; Chsarles
French, II1 for later unit

Present Condition: Good

Number of Stories: Two and one-hslf

Materisls of Construction: Foundatlon - stone
Exterior walls - brick,
front miscellsneous bond:
the side walls anticipate
the modern manner = svery
sixth row, with a few
exceptions, is a header
row
Interior walls -~ plsster
Inside brick chimneys
Roof = pitch, shingles

Histcriesl Datas

The land upon which this house i1z bullt was
in the possession of the Inskeep brothers - James,
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Joseph, and John, Jr. - prior to November 8,
1727, when they sold it to thelr father John,
Sr, Jobn Inskeep, Sr. was one of the four
justices of Gloucester County in 1727. On
December 31, 1728 he sold the land to James
Childs, who bullt the first part of the house
shortly afterwards.

_ On April 20, 1747 Chllds =aold it to
Charles French, Jdr. The tract of land conslsted
of 259 acres located on Pensauken Creek partly
in Burlington County and partly in old Gloucester
County. Charles, Jr., who was known as "Straight
Roads French" because of his vigorous sdvocacy of
direct highways, increased his holdings in 1782
to 460 acres. When Charles, Jr., dled he left
this house to his son, Charles IIT, who bullt the
second section in 1785. On the end wall of the
newer section appears the initials "C.S.F. 1785"
indicating that Charles and Sabilla French were
the builders.

The houss has an immense fireﬁlace with
a "brick enclosed boiler annexed for pig killing
time uses."

Charles, III died In 1834 and the farm
remginsed in the possession of his wldow until her
death when 1t was sold.
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